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The Oak Leaf 

ILLINOIS QUILTERS INC. 

P.O. BOX 39 

WILMETTE, IL 60091 
 

WEBSITE: 
www.illinoisquilters.com 
 

NEXT MEETINGS: 
Lutheran Church of the Ascension 
 

March 2, 2023 LIVE at 7 pm. Maggie 
Weiss, “Quilting Matters: Raising  

Awareness with Textile Art” 
 

April 13, 2023 LIVE at 7 pm. Connie  

Martin, “Pre-Civil War Quilts: Secret 
Codes to Freedom on the Underground 
Railroad” 

 

 (NOTE: our April meeting and  

workshop are a week later than  

usual, April 13 and 15, due to the 

church's availability during the  

Easter holiday.)  
 

NEXT WORKSHOPS: 
Live Workshops at Lutheran Church of 
the Ascension, 
 

Saturday April 15, 9 am to 4 pm. 
“Walking Foot Quilting” with Carol  
Wilhoit 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING and 
COMMITTEE CHAIR MEETING: 
March 20, 7:15 pm via Zoom. 

 

NEXT COMMUNITY SERVICE 
DAYS 
Thursday April 20 ad May 18, 9:30 to 
4pm at Gloria Dei  Lutheran Church. 

President’s Letter 
Greetings! As we approach the end of winter and look forward to 
spring, we might believe that there will be fewer hours for quilt-
making. On the contrary, spring includes life changes such as 
weddings and graduations, which beg to be commemorated with a 
quilt. Quilters can create with fabric even as the gardens are 
calling to us. 
 

What induces you to make a quilt? Is it sometimes love of a  
particular fabric or a certain combination of colors? Are you 
inspired by a desire to decorate your home? Are your loving 
stitches fulfilling a wish to make a gift for a dear friend or to 
celebrate one of life’s events? Does it fill your heart to make a quilt 
for someone in need? Perhaps, you simply enjoy the activity or the 
community of a quilt-making class. Many find the making of a quilt 
eases grief while embracing the love we have felt with a friend or 
partner. 
 

At our March meeting, Maggie Weiss will present “Quilting Matters: 
Raising Awareness with Textile Art”. She will show us how quilts 
can make a statement. Your art can be used to express your 
beliefs or reactions to current events. They can present opposition 
to current societal wrongs, be they subtle or blatant, localized or 
pervasive. Your quilt might state the case for improvement in 
schools or living conditions. It might speak for victims of domestic 
violence or abuse. Your voice, by design, can reach out when 
victims are too traumatized or ashamed to speak individually. You 
can raise awareness and encourage others to help. Come to our 
meeting on March 2 and perhaps Maggie will lead you to use your 
artistic voice in new ways. 
 

Patti Carrington   president@illinoisquilters.com 

March 2023  Volume 41 Issue 7 

 Remember! 

• Bring your Name Badge 

• Bring your Show and Tell 

• Bring a Friend 

• Bring Library Books to return and find another to 

check out on the library tables. 

http://www.illinoisquilters.com
mailto:president@illinoisquilters.com
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News from our Member-at-Large 

 

 

 

We are already looking at the possible slate of officers and committee chairs for 

the next year.  Please consider volunteering!  The in-person March meeting will 

be a great time to talk it over with friends, and ask some questions of those cur-

rently in office.  For any general questions --- call Lynn Bradburn, 847-274-3472.  

 

Monthly Meeting Thursday, March 2 - In-person 

Music and art have always reflected 
what is happening in our society, and 
quilting is no exception.  

On Thursday, March 2, Maggie 
Weiss will present her lecture 
“Quilting Matters: Raising Awareness 
With Textile Art” in person. She will 
explore quilts that convey social  
justice themes and challenging  
topics. These art quilts can validate, 
support and educate viewers and  
inspire change. Find inspiration for 
your own work as you hear from 
Maggie what these types of quilts 
have to say.  
 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Many IQI members are sad to hear that our friend and former co-member, Jim  

Pilarski, died suddenly and unexpectedly on Feb. 12.  Jim was an active member of 

IQI for many years, led several classes and was a very fine quilter.  Jim's husband, 

Ken, reports that Jim wanted no gathering or services upon his passing but had 

suggested that memorial contributions might be made to  

http://www.DignityUSA.com .   

Condolences may be sent to Ken by email to MAYKAKEN@aol.com or by postal 

service to The Family of Jim Pilarski, 4425 N. Albany Ave, Chicago, IL  60625  

mailto:MAYKAKEN@aol.com
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2023 Challenge Quilt 
 

This year’s challenge quilt is called “Dotty Birds” and the kit provided includes 3 fat 

quarters. Use your imagination to incorporate all things “bird”. Fabrics used must be 

dotted. Kits are $10 and will be available at the next meeting. So, have fun. You have 

until June to make a masterpiece. The sky’s the limit. ( pun intended). Email Linda 

Howard (shoepolish@comcast.net) with questions. 

 

BREAKING NEWS!!  As this issue goes to press, there is only ONE kit left! 

2024 IQI Raffle Quilt 
The 2023 Raffle Quilt has been quilted and is being bound. Would you like 

to help  attach the rod pocket? The pattern and fabrics have been selected 

for the 2024 Raffle Quilt. We’ll be making kits for members to help by 

making blocks.  There is something for everyone:  Applique, simple four-

patch piecing and curved piecing of Drunkard’s Path Blocks.  Would you 

like to help cut fabrics for kits ? Let us know at info@illinoisquilters.com   

 
 

 

 

2023 Round Robin 

 

Members who joined the Round Robin Have been adding to each project as it is 

passed around the circle. Each month they pass their piece to the next in their 

group and receive another.  Each month they add creatively to one of the projects.  

mailto:shoepolish@comcast.net
mailto:info@illinoisquilters.com
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IQI SERVICE DATES 

Service is SEW much fun! A great way to meet other members and accomplish 
something that will really matter. We meet from 9:30am to about 3:30pm once a 
month on a Thursday at Gloria Dei in Northbrook.  
 
Feel free to bring your lunch and your sewing machine if you want. 
 
Here are the dates for the rest of the quilty year:   
 
April 20 
May 18 
June 22 
 
(March had to be canceled because of a scheduling conflict) 
 

Hope to see you there!! 

Look at How Much Fun we have at Service!! 
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.  

QUILT-IN 2023; SEW MUCH FUN!!! 
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“About Face” with Maggie Weiss 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

This workshop is cancelled because too few people had 

registered.. 

 

 

2022—2023 WORKSHOP CALENDAR 
You can sign up (online or using the attached registration form)  for our exciting 
workshops to expand your quilting skills. Here’s what is planned for the year: 

Programs to look forward to this year: 

Thursday, March 2, 2023 - Maggie Weiss 
“Quilting Matters: Raising Awareness With Textile Art” 
 
Thursday, April 13, 2023 - Connie Martin 
“Pre-Civil War Quilts: Secret Codes to Freedom on the Underground Railroad” 
 
Thursday, May 4, 2023 - Cindy Grisdela 
“Anatomy of an Improv Quilt” 

PROGRAMS: LECTURES 

Workshop Registration—Don’t Wait!!! 

There are several workshops covering a wide range of quilting topics being offered  
this spring, but we need to know as soon as possible if you plan to attend. If there aren't 
enough registrants to cover the cost of the workshop, we need to cancel it.  
 
Please go to the IQI website to register for the workshops you plan to attend  
at least two months before it is scheduled so we know if the workshop will be viable. 
 
Thanks so much for supporting your guild this way. 
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“Walk Around the Block: Walking Foot Quilting” with Carol Wilhoit 

Saturday, April 15, 2023  

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Walking foot quilting can be an easy and attractive way to quilt your 

projects. Some of the walking foot techniques you will learn include: how 

to stitch straight lines without marking your quilt, circular spiral quilting, 

quilting curved designs using freezer paper templates,  joining lines of 

stitching invisibly, matchstick quilting, radiating lines, square spirals, 

echoed curves and using your piecing design to quilt grid designs with little 

or no marking. The class also covers needles, thread, batting, basting your 

quilt, and setting up your machine . 

 

 

 

 

“Artful Improv” with Cindy Grisdela  

(At left is Cindy’s improv quilt, made with techniques used in this 

class.) 

Friday 9:00 - 4:00 and Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

May 5-6, 2023 

Learn to create your own original quilts with no pattern using 

improvisational piecing techniques. Students will learn to let go of 

the “rules” and piece blocks in an intuitive, free form fashion and may wish to begin with 

blocks or other elements left over from previous projects. We will explore contemporary 

Improv log cabin style blocks, Improv Curves, and Angled Stripes, plus Insets and Curved 

Strips. We will discuss color choices and using simple design principles to create an 

original dynamic composition.  

 

 

“Curves and Stripes” with Cindy Grisdela 

Saturday, May 6, 2023 

 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

Learn to piece curves and stripes with no pins and no  

templates.  

 

 

 

2022—2023 WORKSHOP CALENDAR 
continued 

 



Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 

Now through Oct 15, Bonnie Peterson exhibit at the Peggy 
Notebaert Museum. For more information:  https://
naturemuseum.org/explore/exhibits/natural-consequences/  

Pride of the Prairie Quilt Show, March 11-12. Crest Hill, IL. 
https://prideofprairie.org. 

Salt Creek Patchmakers quilt show “Oh, Scrap”. March 24 & 25, 

Clinton IL For info, email  SaltCreekPatchmakers@gmail.com 
 

Make plans now to attend the AQS Quilt Week in Paducah, KY, 
April 26-29, 2023. Quilts & Clothing, Classes, Lectures and  
Vendors. 

North Suburban Quilters Guild Bi-Annual show May 19-20, 2023 
at Judson University, Elgin, IL. 

Barbara Schneider Wide Open in Gallery I and Art Cloth Net-
work in Gallery II. Bloomingdale IL Park District ,  July 8-Aug 5.  

IN OTHER NEWS 
IQI Board Members  

President: Patti Carrington 

 president@illinoisquilters.com 

VP Contracts: Carol Nielsen,  Melanie Anderson 

VP Programs:  Iva Freeman, Kim Goldberg 

Treasurer: Jan Skilbeck 

Secretary: Bev Bolsen 

Membership: Ellen Pomes, Cathy Baker 

 info@illinoisquilters.com 

Members at Large: Lynn Bradburn,  Diana Burrows 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Use phone numbers from directory or email 

info@illinoisquilters.com 

Fine Art of Fiber: Nona Flores, Melanie Anderson,  

 Edrene Heiss,  Sue Sweeney 

Fine Art of Fiber Boutique: Barbara Peterson 

Fine Art of Fiber Silent Auction: Chris Deering 

Workshop Reg/Host: Cynthia Karabush 

Library: Barbara Feinberg, Linda Feinberg 

Service/Friendship: Lynn Bradburn, Diana Burrows 

Oak Leaf Editor: Chris Deering 

Publicity: Mary Meyers 

Website: Martha Ross-Mockaitis 

Social Media: Facebook contact—Ellen Pomes 

Challenge Quilt: Anne Hart, Linda Howard 

Fall Retreat: Cheryl Paras, Deanna Safe, Patti Carrington 

Quilt In: Jan Aaron, Laurie Gorton, Barb Cushing 

2022 Raffle Quilt Sales: Sue Sweeney, Donna Chandler 

2023 Raffle Quilt: Cynthia Karabush, Jan Skilbeck, Rachel 

 Sychowski,  Patti Carrington  (design),  Amy 

 Parker (quilting) 

2023 Raffle Quilt Tickets & Travels: Patti Carrington 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Church of the Ascension, Northfield 

460 Sunset Ridge Road (at Willow Road) 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Northbrook 

1133 Pfingsten Road (at Cherry Lane) 

https://naturemuseum.org/explore/exhibits/natural-consequences/
https://naturemuseum.org/explore/exhibits/natural-consequences/
https://prideofprairie.org
mailto:SaltCreekPatchmakers@gmail.com
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Illinois Quilters, Inc. 
P.O. Box 39, Wilmette, IL 60091-0039 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2022-2023 
 

Membership Directory Deadline: September 10, 2022 

-- Directory listing is essential for Fine Art of Fiber participation -- 

 

Please PRINT clearly.     Today’s date ____________________ 

Name (as you want it on name badge and  directory) ____________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________ State ______ ZIP_______________ 

Preferred phone: (______)________________ secondary phone: (______)___________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________ 

The Oak Leaf and IQI information are sent via email. ___ Check here if you do not want your email address listed in the directory. 

*NOTE: for Oak Leaf via regular mail, add $10.oo below. 

 

**************************************************************************** 

Please indicate whether you are: _____NEW to IQI _____ renewing _____ returning after absence 

** How did you learn of IQI (friend, online search, etc.)? __________________________________ 

Our annual raffle quilt and the Fine Art of Fiber Show provide essential income to IQI. 

In addition to membership fees and volunteer service hours, each member of IQI is 

encouraged to buy or sell $25 worth of raffle tickets each year. 

FEES:  ______ $60.00 annual Membership Dues 

 ______ $25 Raffle Quilt tickets 

 ______ $10.00 optional Oak Leaf printing and mailing fee - Emailed Oak Leaf is free! 

 ______ donation for IQI Library Fund 

 ______ donation for supplies for IQI Community Service 

 ______ donation to general fund 

Total $ ______  

 

Payment options: may be paid by cash, check or Zelle – send payment to IllinoisQuiltersinc.com 

____PayPal – through website www.illinoisquilters.com.   

  

____Cash 

____Check # ________ 
 

***************************************************************************** 
           Page 1 
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Future Programs and Workshops 
 

Please offer a few suggestions of speakers or workshops which you would like to enjoy with 

IQI. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IQI is a volunteer organization and operates effectively only with everyone’s help. Four 

hours of service per year is a suggested share. Please choose activity/area(s) where you 

might like to help: 

 

_____ board (I would be willing to serve)  _____ potluck help, Dec. &/or June mtg. 

_____ Fine Art of Fiber show/boutique   _____ challenge project for members 

_____ help at library table at meetings   _____ Weekend retreat planning (fall or winter) 

_____ help at membership table at meetings  _____ raffle quilt (help design/make for 2023) 

_____ host at a workshop    _____ raffle quilt (help show at other guilds) 

_____ nominating committee for next board  _____ service projects - in a group or at home 

_____ webpage design and maintenance  _____ photographer 

_____ social media/Zoom manager   _____ new member mentor 

_____ help set up/take down tables/chairs at monthly meeting 

 

Demonstrations / Miniworkshops 
 

From time to time we have a program sharing the skills and wisdom of our members. If you 

would like to be an instructor at such a meeting, please describe what you would like to share: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___Please send me a form for a Professional Services listing in our Membership Directory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Page 2 
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2022-23 IQI Workshop and Event Registration Form 
Name: ______________________________________________ Email: _____________________ 

Cell Phone: ____________________________ Other Phone: ______________________________  

Address (if non-member): __________________________________________________________ 

 

Supply lists are available at in-person meetings (if held), and at https://illinoisQuilters.com/events.  

Please make checks payable to “Illinois Quilters, Inc.” 

Sign up on our website via Zelle or PayPal, or mail this form with a check to the Workshop Registrar 

(non-members please mail to: IQI, P.O. Box 39, Wilmette IL 60091-0039).  

Refunds are available up to 30 days in advance, minus a $5 handling fee. Requests for refunds must be 

in writing or confirmed email and submitted to the Workshop Coordinator. 

2022-23 Workshop Coordinator: Cynthia Karabush, 2018 W. Greenleaf Ave. #2F, Chicago IL 60645 

Day/Date Teacher: Event Title 
Mem
ber 

Non-
member 

Kit Fee 

Sat. 9am-3pm 
10/8/2022 
Live at Ascension 

Jane Sassaman: Leaf Sampler $60 $75 TBD 

Sat. 9am-4pm 
 1/7/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Alison Selivon: 
      Making Memories: T-shirt Quilt 

$50 $60 TBD 

Friday 1-4pm. 

2/3/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Judy Zoelzer Levine: Bead It $50 $60 TBD 

Sat. 9am-4pm 
2/4/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Judy Zoelzer Levine: 
      Silks, Satins and Other Fun Stuff 

$50 $60 TBD 

Sat. 9am-4pm 
3/4/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Maggie Weiss: About Face $60 $75 TBD 

Sat. 9am-4pm 
4/15/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Carol Wilhoit: 
  Around the Block: Walking Foot Quilting 

$50 $60 TBD 

Fri.9-4 & Sat.9-12 
5/5-6/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Cindy Grisdela: Artful Improv $90 $100 TBD 

Saturday 1-4pm. 
5/6/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Cindy Grisdela: Curves and Stripes $50 $60 TBD 

Fri. & Sat. 
5/5-6/2023 
Live at Ascension 

Cindy Grisdela: BOTH workshops $120 $130 TBD  

https://illinoisQuilters.com/events

